
 
 
  
 
 

For Us, By Us - Best Practices in Teaching Today 
Networking with Currently Employed Teachers 
Roundtable Discussions on Best Practices 
 

Saturday, October 5, 2013 
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Hays Theatre, Wilbur Arts Center, Molloy College 
Free of Charge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Register Online:  http://alumni.molloy.edu/2013homecoming 
 
 
 
 
Generously supported by  
 

 
 

Molloy College 
Division of Education  and 
 

 
The Office of Alumni Relations 
 

Schedule 
 
9 a.m.    Welcome:  Registration and Continental Breakfast 
9:30-10:15  Track A – set of Workshops 
10:30-11:15  Track B – set of Workshops 
11:30-11:45 Presentation of Educator of Excellence Award to  
  Francine V. Davis ’84  
11:45-12:30  Roundtable Discussions on Best Practices 
 

Division of Education students are required to 
attend the entire conference (two sessions & one 
roundtable discussion) for it to count as two 
professional workshops. Conference counts as two 
(2) professional undergraduate workshops and two 
(2) professional graduate workshops. 
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“It Feels Like It Happened 
Yesterday.” Teaching Social 
Studies Using Emotional 
Literacy 
 
Titanic Sinks Four Hours After 
Hitting Iceberg...Dewey Defeats 
Truman (Sic)...Nixon 
Resigns...Berlin Falls To 
Russians...Mission 
Accomplished...Greatest Crash 
In Wall Street’s 
History...Assassin Kills 
Kennedy... Ford To City: Drop 
Dead...War!.  These are just a 
few famous headlines from our 
past.  Each one iconic, each one 
describes events that have 
shaped our nation, and each 
one relevant to the study of 
current events and history.  
Additionally, each event 
has some emotional connection 
- whether it is pleasant or 
unpleasant - history is truly 
alive!  Have you ever wondered 
why many of these events are 
remembered so vividly by those 
who lived through them?  Using 
a variety of media, participants 
of this workshop will explore the 
emotions associated with 
historical events and discuss 
ways to include emotional 
literacy in their teaching of 
Social Studies. 
 
Teachers: Middle School, Social 
Studies  
 
Anthony J. Marino ’02, Ed.D., N. 
Oceanside Road School 

 
Getting to the Core of 
Secondary Math Standards  
 
The Common Core Learning 
Standards are changing the 
way we teach mathematics. 
Participants will explore 
resources designed for 
educators to implement as 
part of their daily lessons. 
The SMART Board and 
various manipulatives will 
also be presented as a tool 
for engaging the wide-range 
of learning styles of our 
students. 
 
Teachers: Secondary, Math 
 
Marissa Mauro ’08 & ’11, 
East Rockaway School 
District 
 

 
Crossing the Queens 
Border:  The Challenge of 
Finding Happiness While 
Helping High Needs 
Students Meet Success 
 
Learn from the life 
experiences of a teacher 
working in NYC public 
school.  Topics include: 
 classroom management of 
high needs students, 
socioeconomic implications, 
and revising one's own 
expectations from a job as 
a teacher. 
 
Target:  Secondary 
Education 
 
Matt Kerrins ’10, NYC 
Board of Education 
 

 
Tales From the Front 
Lines: Unusual Ways to 
Land Your First 
Teaching Job and What 
to Expect 
 
You’ve worked really 
hard to earn your degree 
and are planning to find 
your first teaching job.  
This workshop outlines 
the best and worst 
experiences of both 
landing the job and a first 
year teaching 
experience.  Topics 
include interviewing 
skills, popular interview 
questions, websites that 
really do help you get the 
interview you deserve, 
and more! Finding a job 
is difficult, not 
impossible; and definitely 
worth the struggle. 
 
Teachers: Entering the 
Field  
 
Christina Derrico ’13, 
NYC Board of Education  
and  Brian Ciampo ’13, 
High School for 
Construction Trades, 
Engineering, and 
Architecture, NYC and 
Margaret Ziminski ’09 & 
’11 

 
Science is Fun! 
Engaging Hands-On 
Activities for Elementary 
and Middle School 
Classrooms 
 
My goal as a teacher is to 
make everyday exciting 
and to show my students 
that science can be fun. 
Teaching middle school 
science (General Science, 
Life Science, and Physical 
Science) can be 
challenging; however, I 
have adapted many 
strategies that allow my 
students to experience 
hands-on learning. 
Participants in this 
workshop will walk away 
with new ideas and 
resources to help bring 
their elementary and/or 
middle school science 
classroom to life! 
NOTE:  Please bring a 
flash drive to share 
electronic resources. 
 
Teachers: Middle School 
Science 
 
Jennifer Roveto ’11 & ’13, 
Our Lady of Mercy School 
 

 
Transition Preparation 
Early Childhood  
 
Children experience 
transitions each time 
their familiar routines 
are altered. Relocating 
to a different community, 
living in a blended 
family, integrating into a 
new school or 
classroom can cause 
stress and result in 
negative behaviors.  
This workshop will 
provide successful 
techniques for helping 
children adjust to 
change and prepare for 
transitions including 
graduating from 
preschool to elementary 
school settings where 
testing is part of the 
classroom culture.   

Teachers:  Early 
Childhood 
 
 Elaine DeBono ’00, 
Tender Garden Early 
Childhood Center, 
Levittown 
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Teaching 9/11 Through The 
Common Core 
 
Using primary sources and a 
variety of modalities, common 
core standards for Literacy in 
History and Social Studies are 
incorporated into lessons on 
September 11, 2001. The 
instructors will model lessons 
intended for middle school 
students. Participants will learn 
how to meet the Common Core 
Standards and how to gather 
evidence for APPR using the 
Danielson Rubric.   
 
Teachers: Middle School, Social 
Studies and ELA 
 
Donald Poland ’99 and Joyce 
Loftus’94, East Rockaway 
School District 
 

 
How Can Common Core 
and Inclusion Work 
Together in Math 
 
With so many new diploma 
requirements and the 
implementation of Common 
Core, new strategies are 
necessary to help our 
inclusion students. This 
workshop will explore some 
strategies that will help our 
inclusion population be 
successful and the 
graduation guidelines that 
have come down. 
 
Teachers: Secondary, Math 
 
Nancy Reich Kallmeyer ’02 & 
’05, Bethpage Union Free 
School District 
 

 
The "Flipped Classroom" 
Model 
 
This workshop is designed 
to give students an 
overview of the "flipped 
classroom" model of 
instruction. This 21st 
century learning model is 
becoming more and more 
prominent in today's 
secondary education 
setting. The speaker will 
discuss what it means to 
teach using the flipped 
classroom model, the 
benefits of this model of 
instruction, and how this 
model positively impacts 
student learning in the 21st 
century classroom. In 
addition, the speaker will 
share a variety of apps and 
websites that will allow for 
creating your own flipped 
classroom lessons with 
ease. 
 
Teachers: Secondary  
 
John Towers '06 & '09, 
Long Beach City School 
District 
 

 
Navigating the New York 
City School System: What 
You Need to Know to 
Gain and Maintain 
Employment 
 
New York City has a 
reputation for being tough.  
Does that reputation hold 
true for those that aspire to 
teach in the New York City 
Department of Education?  
This presentation will help 
to demystify the process of 
applying to a school in the 
NYCDOE.  It will also 
explain the new teacher 
evaluation system and the 
bureaucratic infrastructure 
that all NYC teachers must 
negotiate.  These helpful 
tips will show you that 
teaching in the city need 
not be more difficult than 
any other system in New 
York State 
 
Teachers: Entering the 
Field  
 
Marc Cercone ’03, Bayside 
High School 
 

 
Literacy and IEP’s in 
Secondary English  
 
Currently, state and 
national standards 
highlight increased rigor 
in curriculum to improve 
reading and writing 
skills of our students. 
This workshop will 
focus on teaching 
effective ELA 
curriculum and literacy 
strategies while using 
the strengths and 
addressing the needs of 
both regular education 
and classified students. 
Participants gain 
valuable strategies to 
analyze and use IEP’s 
to design and scaffold 
effective English 
lessons. An overview of 
essential management, 
academic, social, and 
physical components of 
IEP’s will be discussed. 
Content may be 
adapted and applied to 
most secondary English 
inclusion settings. 
 
Teachers: English, 
Secondary  
 
Helen Gavin ’08, 
Levittown School 
District 

 
Behavior Management 
Panel: Early 
Childhood 
 
Frustration, anger and 
poor social skills often 
result in physical 
aggression towards 
other children, bullying, 
destruction of property, 
and angry verbal 
outbursts.  During this 
interactional workshop, 
panelists will discuss 
strategies to address 
these challenging 
behaviors and create 
more harmony in the 
early childhood 
classroom. 

 
Teachers: Early 
Childhood  
 
Elizabeth Bellisari ’10 & 
’12, Notre Dame 
School; Elaine DeBono 
’00, Tender Garden 
Early Childhood Center; 
and Heather Fischetti 
’12, Malverne and 
Valley Stream School 
Districts 

 


